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Earliest Confirmed Appearance in Nova Scotia Records

Downey appears in Nova Scotia documentation as early as 1768-1775, depending on the district, with
the strongest early clusters recorded in:

* Shelburne County (post-Loyalist settlement rolls)

» Annapolis & Digby Township books

» Guysborough / Chedabucto district poll tax lists

Early entries typically list the surname in proximity to Indigenous-settled districts or mixed-heritage
settlements.

District Placement & Settlement Pattern

Across the 18th—19th century, the Downey surname consistently appears in or beside districts
historically tied to Indigenous land use:

» Kespukwitk district (Southwest NS)

» Annapolis Basin communities

* Digby Neck & St. Mary’s Bay

* Shelburne / Birchtown area

» Guysborough & Chedabucto coastline

These are regions where Mi’kmaw, Acadian, and longstanding mixed communities lived before large
Loyalist migrations.

Labeling Patterns Across Records (1760-1910)

The Downey surname shows multiple racial labels, depending on the year, clerk, and record type:

Record Type Labels Found

Early township books (1760s—1820s) Indian, Mi’kmag, Coloured
Parish registers Mi'’kmag, Indian family, Free Coloured family

Poll tax books (1860s—1880s) Indian, Coloured, Mulatto

Federal census (1871-1911) Often “Black” regardless of ancestry

The repeated switching between Mi’kmag/Indian and Coloured/Black is a known administrative pattern
and does not always reflect biological ancestry.

Known Misclassification Indicators

Based on cross-record comparison, the Downey surname meets four major indicators of potential
misclassification:

1. Presence in Indigenous districts prior to refugee-era African settlements

2. Abrupt label change between township books (e.g., “Indian”) and later censuses (“Black”)

3. Clustering with other historically reclassified surnames

4. Appearance in poll tax lists where Indigenous families were often categorized as “Coloured” for
voting/tax purposes



These patterns strongly suggest administrative reclassification rather than actual cultural or genetic
displacement.

Notes for Families Researching the Downey Line

If your Downey ancestors appear in the regions listed above, important clues may include:

« which district the earliest Downey household belonged to

« which label appears in the first two generations of records

» whether the surname switches categories after 1830 or 1871

» whether your Downey line clusters near Mi’kmaw settlements, mission sites, or mixed villages

These elements often reveal why the surname displays shifting classifications across centuries.

How to Request a Full Private Report

Families with Downey ancestry may request a confidential, expanded report including:
« first known individual by name

« detailed district map

« record-by-record label history

« family clustering indicators

* archival citations

m livinglinefoundation@outlooks.com

All reports are private.
This sample is provided for community reference only.



